
Ging Receives 2021 PSBA Innovative 
Teacher Award

Ms. Jeanine Ging, sixth grade 
math and science teacher, was given 
an award recognizing her different 
ways of  teaching and hands-on 
activities in November. 

“[The award I received] was the 
Pennsylvania Education Innovative 
Teacher Award, and it was awarded 
by the Pennsylvania School Board 
Association. I was very surprised 
because I wasn’t aware that I was 
nominated for the award. I was 
very excited that they have taken 
time to show innovation in my ways 
of  teaching. I was nominated for 
the award by Ms. Patsiga. I assume 
that there were other candidates, I 
just got the recognition that I had 
won the award. Any school board 
member could nominate somebody 
statewide,” Ging said. 

Ging was recognized by 
the Pennsylvania School Board 
Association for having unique 
ways of  teaching and having more 
hands-on activities. She works in the 
courtyard and has different projects 
for the students so that they can 
experience a new way of  learning.

 “In September, I wrote the 
submission to recognize Ms. Ging 
with the 2021 PSBA (Pennsylvania 
School Board Association) 
Innovative Teacher Award.  I felt it 
was extremely important to promote 
one of  FASD’s extraordinary 
educators,” Ms. Lynn Patsiga, school 
board member, said.

Ms. Ging is a sixth grade science 
and math teacher, but she is also 
the science club sponsor. She 
encourages students to work in the 

courtyard and is also 
in charge of  CSI 
week. Ms. Ging also 
helps to set up the 
Fall Fest set up for 
sixth grade, with a 
hand made trebuchet 
from high schoolers 
years ago.

“She makes 
learning enjoyable 
and easy to 
understand new 
assignments,” says 
Easton Ward, sixth 
grade student.

“Ms. Ging does 
hands-on projects, 
and makes learning 
fun with her ideas,” 
says Bella Daniele, 

sixth grade student. 
“Her students have learned to 

value conservation with hands-on 
learning. After a recent day of  a 
caterpillar forming a chrysalis in 
the middle of  science class, which 
prompted a delighted student to 
declare that it was a perfect day, Ms. 
Ging emphatically exclaimed, ‘This 
is why I teach!’ stated Ms. Patsiga in 
her submission. 
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Ms. Jeanine Ging poses with her Innovative Teacher Award 
after receiving it in late November. 
PHoto by dr. SmitH
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School board decides not to keep mask 
mandate at special meeting

Since Tuesday, Sept. 7, all 
students and staff  had to wear 
a mask in all school buildings in 
Pennsylvania until further notice. 
Currently, there have been some 
questions regarding this.

On August 31, the PA Acting 
Secretary of  Health, Alison Beam, 
mandated the wearing of  masks 
in all school buildings, Pre-K 
through twelfth grade. Pennsylvania 
Commonwealth Court struck 
down this mandate on November 
10. Governor Wolf  appealed their 
decision, keeping the mandate in 
place.  The Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court then struck down the mask 
mandate last Friday, Dec. 10, due 
to the mandate not going through 
proper producers. As of  now, 
there is no state-wide mandate but 

the decision is left to local school 
districts.  

“Personally, I do think they 
should require masks, and I know 
it keeps people safe,” Katelyn 
Clawson, seventh grader, stated.  
She hopes the school will keep the 
mandate.  She says masks are fairly 
comfortable, depending on the 
brand.

Some schools like New 
Brighton, Hopewell, and Beaver are 
still requiring masks, even without 
the PA mandate.  Our School Board 
voted to not require masks at a 
special meeting on Monday, Dec. 20.                

audrey mooney
Grade 7

NeWs editor

Some people wear their masks incorrectly, regardless of  the mandate.
PHoto by audrey mooney
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Toy drive donates to children in need
The gift that just keeps on giving

This year Freedom Area School 
District is having a toy drive in 
cooperation with Lindy Paving 
Company. The toy drive is where 
you go out and buy a toy and bring 
it to school and put it in a box that 
is located in the front lobby by the 
office. At the end of  the month the 
National Honor Society, also known 
as the NHS, will go and take the toys 
and bring them to the kids in need 
for Christmas. The Toy Drive is a 
really good donation. The Toy Drive 
is from November 17 to December 
13.

Some of  the places the Toy 
Drive will be donating to is the:

• Women’s Centers of  Beaver, 
Lawrence and Erie Counties

• Charlie Batch’s Batch of  
Toys Foundation, Allegheny County

• The Salvation Army of  
Beaver, Lawrence and Erie Counties

• Marines Toys for Tots of  
Beaver, Lawrence and Erie Counties

• Boys and Girls Club of  Erie
• Westmoreland Community 

Action Club

Those are the places that the 
toys from the toy drive will be 
donated to. The toy drive is also 
a very good place to donate to. If  
you donate to the toy drive, you will 
make a lot of  kids and their families 
happy. Which really means a lot to 
them.

“I have been an  adviser for the 
NHS for about four years now and 
I love it. These organizations that 
we are donating to are local and 
they help local communities. And I 

also found out from the four years 
working with NHS that the students 
prefer to do service projects that 
directly benefit our community, 
rather than larger scale projects 
like ones that benefit national 
organizations,” Miss Ruthanne 
Gudzan, National Honor Society 
sponsor, said.

tayler daleSandro 
Pearl klaiber

Grade 5
Writers

Toy Drive boxes in the lobby by the office ready to be filled with toys from the Toy Drive.
PHoto by tayler daleSandro



4 Bulldog Barker

@bulldogbarker 

Clay mines in the heart of Freedom 

You may have been walking 
over hollow ground before. There 
are mines scattered throughout 
Pennsylvania. Especially near 
Freedom, New Sewickley, and 
Conway. All of  these mines used 
room-and-pillar mining, which was 
the common, modern mining style 
for when they were in operation. All 
mines in Pennsylvania were  iron, 
zinc, lead, clay, and most of  them 
were coal.

In this case, we have clay mines 
under the schools. There are no 
mineshafts documented underneath 
the school, however there is sinking 
prevalent, just at a very low rate. The 
sinking is not as rapid as it used to 
be. There have been mineshafts that 
were filled in to achieve this slow 
rate.

“After eight years of  fighting 
to obtain funding and putting up 
with the noise and dust caused 
by drilling, the end is near for the 
Freedom Area School District’s 
mine subsidence problem,”  Beaver 
County Times on June 10, 1985. The 
article later comments on how there 
were multiple issues with water lines 
due to the majority of  mines being 
undocumented, and the Department 
of  Environmental Resource’s 
Abandoned Mine Reclamation 
Bureau (DER) had to experimentally 
drill to find mineshafts. The first 
mine in Pennsylvania was in Pittston, 
PA, and at that time no records were 
made. If  some maps were made, 

they were difficult to preserve.

“An evacuation plan has 
been developed by the district, 
Extensometers- devices which 
measure any vertical or lateral 
movement- have been installed 
on the buildings. If  movement 
occurs, it will set off  an alarm in 
the superintendent’s office,” the 
same article indicates. There are 
still extensometers implanted on 
the building today, so if  there was 
any dramatic change in the level of  
ground evacuation would happen 
immediately.

 “As the director of  building 
and grounds, I have a lot of  
information on the mines. I’m the 
one who would be alerted if  the 
extensometer went off, but for now 
we have nothing to worry about 

because the mines are mostly filled 
in.” Gary Mortimer says, and he 
is correct. The mines were filled 
in and there has not been any 
significant sinking, so as of  now the 
infrastructure of  the school is in safe 
hands.

Helena buli 
Grade 8
Writer

The map of  the clay mines through Beaver County, spanning miles.
maP of Clay mineS and ProPertieS Provided by mr. Gary mortimer, 
direCtor of buildinGS & GroundS  
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Making Holiday Music
Chorus and band concerts bring joy to all

Well it is Christmas time again 
and this year the middle school 
Band and Chorus are having  their 
Christmas concerts.  This is a big 
change for both band and chorus  
because the past couple of  years 
they have not been able to have 
concerts due to COVID. 

The Chorus concert was on 
Wednesday,  December 8 at 7 p.m.  
This included the middle school and 
high school Chorus. Mrs. Newman, 
the chorus teacher, was expecting 
a lot of  people to be there since 
they have not been to a concert in a 
while. 

“I feel really nervous but excited. 
I think this will be a good experience 
for me,” Abby Tedesco, fifth grader, 
said. High School did one song, 
seventh and eighth graders did four 
songs and sixth and fifth graders 
also did four songs and the last song 
everybody sang together was Season 
of  Peace. Mrs. Newman says the 
students are going to do really well 
and she can not wait. Mrs. Newman 
is having all students wear white on 
top and black on the bottom. Mrs. 
Newman wants everybody to wear 
their masks. Mrs. Newman says the 
hardest song is probably Nutcracker 
Jingles sung by 5th and 6th grade 
Chorus. On Wednesday Dec. 9, the 
chorus did a concert for the third 
and fourth graders. 

Now it is time to talk about the 
Band concert. Ms. Rickard, band 
director, had it on Wednesday, Dec. 
15.  She was really excited about it 
and the band students worked really 
hard. She had students in 6th-12th  
grade in the concert. 

“I am really excited for the 
concert since we have not had one 
for a few years prior to COVID but 
I think this is a big change for the 
students,” Ms. Rickard said. 

She had each grade play three 

to five songs. They had a lot of  
different instruments playing in the 
concert. The concert was in the 
High School auditorium at 7 p.m.. 
Fifth grade was not a part of  the 
concert since they just started a 
band this year. She thinks that the 
students will do really well and she 
is confident in them. Next year fifth 
graders will be in the band concert. 
Mrs. Rickard followed the mask 
policy for the concert and spaced 
out the musicians as much as they 
could for seating.  

brooke Sarvey
lily tyler

Grade 5
Writer

The band (above) and chorus (below) each gave holiday concerts this month after a year 
off  from live music due to COVID. 
PHotoS by Wyatt miller



Equality has been one of  the 
most controversial subjects in the 
United States for a countless number 
of  years. Whether it has been due 
to race, gender, sexuality, wealth, 
religion, social status, and even 
disabilities, all of  these things have 
been reasons that people have been 
excluded from equal opportunities. 
The United States has struggled with 
including those who aren’t to their 
expectations or what they expect 
to be the “normal” American. 
Although you would expect human 
rights to be given without quarrel, it 
is rare in other places. It is especially 
rare in developing nations.

 This year’s Human Rights 
day is focused directly on equality. 
Human Rights day occurs on 
December 10, but is commonly 
overlooked due to Christmas being 
right around the corner. This day 
was established in 1948 by the 
Universal Declaration of  Human 
Rights (UDHR). The UDHR is 
what you would call a milestone 
document, they indicate that all 
individuals should be entitled to the 
same rights. 

 According to the United 
Nations, this year’s Human Rights 
Day theme is Equality: Reducing 
Inequalities, Advancing Human 
Rights. “This includes addressing 
and finding solutions for deep-
rooted forms of  discrimination that 
have affected the most vulnerable 

people in societies, including women 
and girls, indigenous peoples, people 
of  African descent, LGBTI people, 
migrants and people with disabilities, 

among others,” the UN describes on 
their website. 
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Human Rights Day focuses on equality

Groups of  people march on human rights day for equality in Bielsko Biala, Poland.
PHoto uSed under Creative CommonS liCenSe

HannaH SHaffer
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MaNagiNg editor
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The Freedom Area School 
District is full of  hunters and other 
outdoorsmen. The start of  the 
hunting season is a fairly significant 
day for the community, and the 
end of  it is just as significant. Some 
people consider the beginning of  
hunting season a holiday, and take 
days of  school off  just to go out and 
hunt. It’s a great time that people 
can spend outside, and can also 
spend with their family and friends.

Hunting seasons are exactly what 
they sound like, they are seasons. 
Fall is the main time hunting seasons 
come about. Deer season is the most 
significant season in PA. Archery 
season started Oct. 2 and ended on 
Nov. 13. There are other seasons 
as well, like squirrel, rabbit, coyote, 
turkey, and even elk in Northern PA. 
These seasons help hunters control 
the population, by ensuring that 
hunters dont kill ALL the deer, and 
so that there is enough time in order 
to keep the population of  these 
critters under control. Any hunting 
done outside of  these seasons is 
considered poaching.

The PA Game Commission 
is the organization that enforces 
these rules and laws inside of  
Pennsylvania. This organization 
was founded in 1895, and has been 

going strong ever since. PA even has 
something called game lands, which 
are a lot like state parks except it’s 
just land you can hunt on. Some 
counties have certain gun laws as 
well. For example, in Allegheny 
County, you can only hunt with a 
shotgun or bow due to the many 
houses in that area, long range rifles 
have a higher chance of  hitting a 
building or person.

Some people consider hunting 
to be very violent, and a bad thing 
to do, and hunters see where those 
people can get that idea. In fact, 
only 10% of  the population are 

hunters, 10% are against hunting, 
and the rest are neutral. Hunting is 
not violent though, it is just a way of  
conservation and a way to control 
the animal population. Farmers 
would have dwindling numbers of  
crops due to deer, groundhogs, and 
racoons. Hunting is just another way 
of  conservation, and a fairly humane 
way to do it.

“Hunting isn’t just a hobby, it’s a 
way of  life,” Noah Carney said. Like 
Noah Carney, many hunters feel that 
hunting is a very important aspect 
of  life, and is a very important part 
of  the year.

PA deer season comes to an end

Left - Charles Brenckle with three late rifle season does. 
Right - Lucas Bradel with his first deer in PA rifle season. 
Submitted PHotoS

CHarleS brenCkle 
Grade 8

sports editor
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Celebration of winter holidays includes 
many religions, ethnicities

The month of  December is 
known to be dedicated to multiple 
religious holidays, infamously 
including Christmas, Kwanzaa, 
Hanukkah, and Rohatsu. 

 Christmas has no definite 
major celebration, but families 
typically share a personal repeated 
tradition implicated on this holiday.  
Customarily, individuals share 
wrapped presents amongst another 
as a casual form of  observance. 
Since the original Christmas 
celebrations, a great number of  
families continue to gather for 
feasts.  According to Travel Pulse, 
85 million Christian Americans 
plan to travel to visit relatives for 
gift exchanges followed by a hearty 
dinner. 

 Rohatsu marks the day 
Buddha - sometimes recognized as 
Siddhartha Gautama or Shakyamuni 
Buddha - pledged to sit himself  
under the Bodhi tree where he 
attained spiritual insight. In 2021, 
this day is commemorated on 
December 8th within Buddhism. 
Present day celebrations include 
people stringing lights through 
their Bodhi or ficus trees, in 
representation of  the route to 
religious enlightenment. Cookies are 
often baked in the shape of  Bodhi 
tree leaves to bring mind toward 
Buddha. Zen Buddhists visit the 
sesshin, a place of  religious zen for 

Buddhists,  for a week - the last day 
being Rohatsu itself  - to meditate.  
In the year of  2022, this holiday will 
be celebrated on January 10th. 

 Starting on November 
28 and running until December 
6, Hanukkah was in observance.  
Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday set 
in place to commemorate the 
second temple built in Jerusalem 
- the capital of  Israel and spiritual 
homeland of  the Jewish. To 
celebrate, Jews light the menorah - 
more so identified as a candle holder 
with seven to nine branches - as a 
symbol of  universal enlightenment. 
Festive meals, such as sufganiyot and 
latkes, are cooked and eaten during 
this holiday span. One of  the most 
well known Hanukkah traditions 
is playing the dreidel game. This 

game consists of  small, cube-shaped 
wooden pieces that teaches Hebrew 
and educates the participants on the 
Torah. 

 Most Kwanzaa traditions 
have dwindled in recent years, but 
lasting celebrations are similar 
to those practiced on Christmas. 
Kwanzaa is acknowledged by 
African families, predominantly 
in the United States. This day, 
December 26, looks back upon 
African history and brings mind to 
African traditional values. Muslims, 
Christians, Jews, Hebrews, and 
Hindus of  color acknowledge this 
holiday. 

Ornaments from minority religious groups decorate a pine tree to reflect on religious 
holidays.
PHoto by CarSon terbuSH uSed under Creative CommonS liCenSe

Calla reynoldS
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Copy editor
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 It’s that time of  year! November 
24 to December 1the elves come 
from the North Pole to your house. 
This year on December 1, Freedom 
Middle School’s Elf  on the Shelf  
returned. Everyone in the middle 
school had a chance to name the elf, 
but there was only one student Tessa 
Wright whose made-up name was 
chosen. That name was TaterTot!

TaterTot hides all around the 
middle school, and the first ten kids 
to find TaterTot each day go to the 
library and get to choose a candy 
cane of  their choice.

“The Freedom Middle School’s 
Elf  on the Shelf  tradition has been 
around for four years! Last year 
because of  Covid-19, sadly the Elf  
on the Shelf  wasn’t able to come 
that year. It is a truly fun tradition, 
and everyone has fun with it, ” 
Miss Heiman, Librarian and Pep 
Club sponsor, said.” TatorTot will 
hopefully be staying with us until 
December 24 then he will go back 
to the North Pole.  Well, we hope 
you have a very, very nice, and white 
Christmas.   

Freedom Middle School’s elf  Tator Tot is 
everywhere around the building

PaiGe kramPy
Grade 6
Writer

TaterTot lodged in a tree on December 8.
PHoto by PaiGe kramPy
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We know Christmas as in 
Christmas trees, Santa Claus, 
presents under the tree, and 
Christmas carols. There is a lot 
more history behind the Christmas 
holiday. The first ever Christmas 
was celebrated in Rome. It was 
celebrated on December 25, 336 A. 
D.   That was a very long time ago. 
Even though that was a long time 
ago, it can go back even further. 
Christmas was about the birth of   
Jesus. 

A lot of  people don’t know 
why Santa is a part of  Christmas. 
We usually know Santa is delivering  
presents to everyone. It’s an 
American tradition, but the real 
reason is to bring joy to children 
and even adults around the world. 
We also know Santa Claus as St. 
Nicholas. St. Nicholas/Santa, was 
born in 280 A. D.   He was born 
in Patara, which is near Myra in 
modern Turkey. That would make 
Santa 1,750 years old! If  Santa is 
that old how can he still deliver 
presents? That’s a question you can 
keep in mind.

Now presents are a big thing 
for American Christmas. Sometimes 
you wonder why you get presents, 
and why you deserve them. Well the 
presents symbolize the part of  Jesus’ 
birthday. On Christmas you get 
presents just as you would get them 

on your birthday. It’s 
like saying you get 
presents from Jesus’s 
birthday. Jesus just 
wants to give thanks. 
And the Rome people 
wanted this to happen 
from what Jesus did 
to us.

It’s an American 
tradition to say 
“Merry Christmas” 
instead of  “Happy 
Christmas”, this is to 
be believed because 
“Happy” took on a 
higher place rather 
than “Merry” which 
was associated with 
a lower place. Then 
the royal family 
adopted “Happy 
Christmas” as their 
preferred greeting, 
and others took note. 
Secondly, we say 
Xmas because in the 
Greek Alphabet, “X” 
is the symbol for the 
letter “chi.” In the early days of  the 
Christian church, Christians used 
the letter “X” as a secret symbol to 
indicate their membership in the 
church to others. If  you know the 
Greek meaning of  “X”, Xmas and 
Christmas essentially mean the same 
thing; Christ + mas = Christmas.

We might think that Christmas 
was celebrated as in singing 
Christmas carols, getting presents, 

and Santa Claus. Christmas was 
originally celebrated exclusively 
at public gatherings, but changed 
in the early-19th century, when 
families started celebrating on their 
own. After World War II Christmas 
became a more commercial holiday. 
A great number of  stores had 
Christmas decorations and music. 

Facts about Christmas traditions that 
you may not know

HannaH metzGer
abiGail tedeSCo

Grade 5
Writers

The Christmas tree in the office is decorated for Christmas. 
PHoto by HannaH metzGer
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https://crosswordlabs.com/view/holiday-crossword-271 1/1

Holiday Crossword!

Across
4. what is Santa's favorite drink

6. Hanukkah lights

7. You know Dasher, and dancer, and prancer, and
vixen, comet, and cupid, and Donner, and blitzen.
Who is the other reindeer.

8. Hanukkah toy

10. Language that "Kwanzaa" comes from

11. Number of candles in kinara, Kwanzaa

Down
1. what do you hang above the fireplace

2. what do you leave out for Santa

3. who stole Christmas

5. what is under the tree on Christmas morning

9. Where does Santa enter your house

1

2

3

4

5 6

7

8

9

10

11
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Freedom Voices

Do you remember last 
Christmas? Not being able to go 
celebrate with family and friends? 
It was not the best year, but will it 
be the same this year? With the new 
“variant of  concern,” families might 
be unsure about gathering this year. 
Everyone loves Christmas, and they 
want to be with their families so 
there might still be some people who 
go out for Christmas and take the 
risk.

 “Me and my immediate 
family are choosing to gather for 
Christmas,” says Lucas Evans, 
seventh grader.  He has never done 
Zoom Christmas and he never 
intends to.

“[Some different things this 
year about Christmas from last 
year would be that] all my family 
members are getting older,” Patsy 
Seneca, seventh grader, stated. This 
was certainly a different approach 
to the question. Seneca has also 
said that he is not worried about 
going out for Christmas. These 
two students are going to be doing 
mostly the same thing, but are going 
to take different approaches to the 
situation. 

“I think last year we only had 

food, and the extended family didn’t 
come last year,’’ Ashlynn Wagner, 
seventh grader says.  This year her 
family is having a holiday party, she 
says, “I am pretty sure I am going.  
They have one at my grandma’s and 
I am going. They usually do grab 
bags.” 

Lots of  different people are 
doing different things for Christmas. 

My family and I are going to take 
the risk and go out for Christmas. 
Our family is having our annual 
Christmas party with most of  our 

extended family.

COVID Christmas Part 2: What the 
students think

7th graders pose in PJs in front of  Mrs.Post’s room for holiday spirit week.
PHoto by kendall Climo

kendall Climo
Grade 7
Writer
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FMS Parents’ Place
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!!!
The Christmas dance had a great turnout. Congratulations to our winners!!!!
Prize winners were:  

 ❄ Aiden Komlos for guessing the EXACT amount of  Hershey Kisses in the jar---123!!!
 ❄ Ugly sweater winner: Kate VanDeCar won an Eat’nPark gift card
 ❄ Uglier sweater winner: Charlie Rywolt won Wendy’s free meal coupons
 ❄ Ugliest sweater winner: Lily Tyler won a drone

FUNDRAISING
 ❄ When we return we will be holding a soup and pasta fundraiser through Tambollini’s beginning Jan 

3rd.  It is freshly made by a Pittsburgh business and comes in single serving containers.
TRIPS

 ❄ There will be a meeting regarding the 7th & 8th grade trips on Jan 11, 2022 in the MS auditorium.  
 ❄ 7th grade:6-7pm
 ❄ 8th grade: 7-8pm

TALENT SHOW
 ❄ Talent show Jan 27th.  
 ❄ We will be joining the elementary school for the first time to make this an amazing show!!!!!

MEETING
 ❄ Our next meeting is Jan 31st at 6:30pm in the MS library.  All are invited.
 ❄ Thank you all for your continued support!!!


